Cytotoxic activity of Staphylococcus hyicus.
Culture supernatants from a number of Staphylococcus hyicus strains caused toxic effects to both murine fibroblast and porcine keratinocyte cells in culture. The extent of cytotoxicity was shown to differ between strains and may provide an indication of strain virulence. Purification of cytotoxic activity produced by S. hyicus (strain P119) using preparative isoelectric-focussing demonstrated it to be cytolytic, haemolytic and non-proteolytic. The cytotoxin demonstrates certain properties in common with the delta haemolysin of Staphylococcus aureus.